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(54) Method and apparatus for generating a twelve-lead ecg from fewer than ten electrodes 



(57) A method and apparatus (10) for acquiring and 
processing electrical signals produced by a patient's 
heart. The apparatus (10) inciudes fewer than ten elec- 
trodes for attachment to the patient. Each electrode (12) 
is attached in a respective one of the standard ten-elec- 
trode, twelve-lead ECG positions. The device includes 
a signal processor (20) connected to the electrodes (1 2) 
for acquiring electrical signals from the electrodes (12) 
and generating a twelve-lead ECG from the electrical 



signals. The signal processor (20) generates less than 
twelve of the leads mathematically. 

For the method of the invention, a plurality of less 
than ten electrodes (12) are attached to the patient (14). 
Each electrode (12) is attached in a respective one of 
the standard ten-electrode, twelve-lead ECG positions. 
Electrical signals are acquired from the electrodes (12) 
and a twelve-lead ECG is generated from the acquired 
electrical signals. Not all twelve leads are generated 
mathematically. 
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Description 

[0001] The invention relates to a method and appara- 
tus for generating a twelve-lead electrocardiogram 
(ECG) from a plurality of fewer than ten electrodes for 
attachment to a patient in the standard ten-electrode, 
twelve-lead ECG positions. 

[0002] A standard, resting ECG is acquired with ten 
electrodes. Four of the ten electrodes are placed on the 
patient's limbs. Six of the ten electrodes are attached to 
the patient's chest over the heart. The signals acquired 
by the ten electrodes are amplified and processed to 
generate twelve channels of ECG data. The twelve 
channels or leads are generally split into two groups - 
the frontal plane leads (I, II, III, aVR : aVL, aVF) and the 
horizontal plane leads (V1, V2, V3, V4 : V5, V6). 
[0003] A standard, resting ECG has several limita- 
tions. First, the six electrodes attached to the patient's 
chest inhibit the clinicians' access to the patient's chest. 
Second, clinicians may not be able to attach all six chest 
electrodes due to wounds or bandages on the patient's 
chest. The electrodes, leadwires, and amplifiers neces- 
sary to acquire twelve channels of ECG data increase 
the cost of the ECG machine. Fourth, the amount of data 
representing twelve channels of ECG generally ex- 
ceeds the maximum amount or bandwidth that typical 
telemetry units are able to transmit. 
[0004] U.S. Patent No. 4,850,370 provides a solution 
to some of the above-described limitations. The '370 
Patent discloses a method of sensing and analyzing the 
electrical activity of the human heart by sensing the volt- 
age signals generated by the heart between four elec- 
trodes located at key positions on the surface of the sub- 
jects body. A signal processing means produces elec- 
trocardiographic signals corresponding to the lead sig- 
nals of a twelve-lead electrocardiogram. 
[0005] FIG. 3 illustrates the electrode placement for 
the method of generating a twelve-lead ECG from four 
electrodes as disclosed in the '370 Patent. The four 
electrodes are designated as E, A, S, and I (hereinafter 
referred to collectively as the "EASI electrodes"). The E 
electrode is located at the front midline over the lower 
end of the sternum. The A electrode is located at the left 
mid-axillary line. The S electrode is located at the front 
midline over the upper end of the sternum. The I elec- 
trode is located at the right mid-axillary line. 
[0006] The EASI electrodes are coupled to a signal 
processor (not shown) having a first stage and a second 
stage. The first stage of the signal processor does not 
generate the twelve-lead ECG, but rather generates xyz 
vectorcardiographic signals. The twelve-lead ECG is 
then derived from the xyz vectorcardiographic signals 
in the second stage of the signal processor. As a result 
of the two stage signal processing, each of the twelve 
leads generated from the EASI electrodes are mathe- 
matically generated. In other words, none of the leads 
are the same as the leads that would be generated from 
the electrical signals of a standard ten-electrode, 



twelve-lead ECG. 

[0007] The method of the '370 Patent has several lim- 
itations. First, the four electrodes are placed in non- 
standard positions, i.e. positions different from the elec- 

5 trode positions for a standard ten-electrode, twelve-lead 
ECG. This requires clinicians to be trained specifically 
for the method of the '370 Patent. Second, twelve leads 
of ECG data are generated, but ail twelve leads are gen- 
erated mathematically. None of the twelve leads in the 

id method of the '370 Patent are the same as the leads 
that would be generated from a standard ten-electrode, 
twelve-lead ECG. Rather, all twelve leads are mere ap- 
proximations of the leads of a standard ten-electrode, 
twelve-lead ECG. Third, two of the four electrodes are 

15 placed directly over the sternum. The sternum is 
cracked for all open chest surgeries in a procedure 
called sternotomy. Thus, the clinician may not be able 
to attach the two electrodes directly over the sternum 
due to sternotomy wounds and bandages. 

20 [0008] In light of the limitations described above, a 
need exists for a method and apparatus for generating 
a twelve- lead ECG from less than ten electrodes for at- 
tachment to a patient in the standard ten-electrode, 
twelve-lead ECG positions. 

25 [0009] Accordingly, the invention provides a method 
and apparatus for generating a twelve-lead ECG from 
fewer than ten electrodes for attachment to a patient in 
at least some of the standard ten-electrode, twelve-lead 
ECG positions. 

30 [0010] The apparatus is a device for acquiring and 
processing electrical signals produced by a patients 
heart. The device includes fewer than ten electrodes for 
attachment to the patient. Each electrode is attached in 
a respective one of the standard ten -electrode, twelve- 

35 lead ECG positions. The device includes a signal proc- 
essor connected to the electrodes. The signal processor 
acquires electrical signals from the electrodes and gen- 
erates a twelve-lead ECG from the electrical signals. 
The signal processor generates less than twelve of the 

40 leads mathematically. 

[0011] For the method of the invention', a plurality of 
less than ten electrodes are attached to the patient. 
Each electrode is attached in a respective one of the 
standard ten-electrode, twelve-lead ECG positions. 

45 Electrical signals are acquired from the electrodes and 
a twelve-lead ECG is generated from the acquired elec- 
trical signals. But not all twelve leads are generated 
mathematically. 

[0012] The device employs multiple-linear regression 
50 using expansion-coefficient equations to mathematical- 
ly generate fewer than twelve of the leads. The expan- 
sion-coefficient equations are determined either from 
ECGs from a hospital's general population, from a sub- 
population of the hospital's general population, or from 
55 ECGs previously acquired from the patient. The inven- 
tion employs multiple-linear regression to generate the 
leads that are missing due to the use of fewer than ten 
electrodes. Stated differently, some of the leads (for the 
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twelve lead ECG) are generated from a standard elec- 
. trical manipulation of the signals acquired from the elec- 
trodes, while the remaining leads are generated math- 
ematically by a signal processor. 
[0013] The invention further includes a telemetry unit 
to acquire electrical signals from the plurality of less than 
ten electrodes and to transmit the electrical signals to 
the signal processor to generate a twelve-lead ECG. 
[0014] It is an advantage of the invention to reduce 
the number of electrodes, leadwires, and amplifiers nec- 
essary to acquire a twelve-lead ECG while still employ- 
ing some of the standard electrode positions commonly 
known to clinicians. 

[0015] It is another advantage of the invention to pro- 
vide a method of generating a twelve-lead ECG without 
generating all twelve leads mathematically. 
[0016] It is still another advantage of the invention to 
provide a method of electrode placement that allows for 
better access by clinicians to the patient's chest. 
[0017] It is still another advantage of the invention to 
provide a method of electrode attachment that avoids 
electrode placement over the sternum in order to avoid 
sternotomy wounds and bandages. 
[0018] It is still another advantage of the invention to 
reduce the bandwidth required to transmit the acquired 
electrical signals representing the patient's ECG from a 
telemetry unit to a signal processor. 
[0019] It is still another advantage of the invention to 
provide a telemetry system capable of monitoring the 
ECG of more than one patient. 

[0020] The invention will now be described in greater 
detail, by way of example, with reference to the draw- 
ings, in which:- 

. FIG. 1 illustrates the apparatus embodying the in- 
vention. 

FIG. 2 illustrates the electrode placement for a 
standard or resting ten-electrode, twelve-lead ECG. 

FIG. 3 illustrates the electrode placement for the 
method of the '370 Patent. 

FIG. 4 illustrates the electrode placement for the 
most preferred embodiment of the invention. 

FIG. 5 illustrates the electrode placement for a less 
preferred embodiment of the invention. 

[0021] Before one embodiment of the invention is ex- 
plained in full detail, it is to be understood that the in- 
vention is not limited in its application to the details of 
construction and the arrangement of components set 
forth in the following description or illustrated in the fol- 
lowing drawings. The invention is capable of other em- 
bodiments and of being practiced or of being carried out 
in various ways. Also, it is to be understood that the 
phraseology and. terminology used herein is for the pur- 



pose of description and. should not be regarded as lim- 
iting. The use of "including" and "comprising" and vari- 
ations thereof herein is meant to encompass the items 
listed thereafter and equivalents thereof as well as ad- 
5 ditional items. 

[0022] FIG. 2 illustrates the electrode placement for a 
standard or resting ten-electrode, twelve-lead ECG 
(hereinafter "standard ECG"). For a standard ECG, ten 
electrodes are attached to a patient's body. One elec- 
ta trode is attached to each of the patient's four limbs at 
the wrists and ankles. These electrodes are referred to 
as left arm (LA), right arm (RA), left leg (LL), and right 
leg (RL). The RL electrode generally serves as an elec- 
trical ground. In practice, the limb electrodes are at- 
15 tached at any point along the limb from the wrist or ankle 
towards the point of attachment of the limb to the trunk 
of the body. As shown in Figure 2, six electrodes are 
attached in standard positions oh the chest around the 
heart. As is commonly known in the art, the ten elec- 
20 trodes are connected via leadwires and resistor net- 
works to enough, amplifiers to record twelve separate 
ECG channels or leads. 

[0023] The twelve leads are split into two groups: the 
frontal plane and the horizontal plane. If a straight line 

25 were drawn from the heart to each wrist and each ankle, 
the four lines would lie in the frontal plane. Similarly, if 
a straight line were drawn from the heart to each of the 
six electrodes placed on the patient's chest, the six lines 
would generally lie in the horizontal plane. The leads in 

so the frontal plane are referred to as the frontal leads, the 
limb leads, or the Einthoven leads, and include leads I, 
II, III, aVR, aVL, and aVF. The leads in the horizontal 
plane are referred to as the horizontal leads, the precor- 
dial leads, the chest leads, or the unipolar leads, and 

35 include leads VI, V2, V3, V4, V5, and V6. 

[0024] The frontal leads are obtained with various per- 
mutations of the LA, RA, and LL electrodes, with the RL 
electrode serving as an electrical ground. The frontal 
leads are comprised of the potential between two of the 

40 Hmb electrodes: lead I corresponds to the potential be- 
tween LA and RA, lead II corresponds to the potential 
between LL and RA, and lead HI corresponds to the po- 
tential between LL and LA. 

[0025] Leads aVR, aVL, and aVF, referred to as the 
45 augmented leads, are comprised of the potential be- 
tween one electrode and a reference input, the refer- 
ence input being the average of two electrodes. For ex- 
ample, lead aVF is the signal between LL and a refer- 
ence input, where the reference input is the average of 
so the potentials at electrodes RA and LA. 

[0026] The horizontal leads are obtained with various 
permutations of the six electrodes attached to the pa- 
tient's chest, in addition to three of the four limb elec- 
„ trodes. Each of the six horizontal leads is comprised of 
55 the signal between the potential at the particular elec- 
trode placed on the patient's chest and the potential at 
Wilson's central terminal. Wilson's central terminal re- 
fers to the average potential between the RA, LA, and 
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LL electrodes. For example, lead V1 is the signal be- 
tween electrode V1 and Wilson's central terminal. 
[0027] Cardiologists are trained to recognize the sub- 
tle characteristics of ECG waveforms and to correlate 
the subtle characteristics to specific cardiovascular 
events and. conditions. In general, any ECG machine 
that does not generate the standard twelve-lead ECG is 
undesirable, because cardiologists depend on consist- 
ency for their interpretation of ECG waveforms. Accord- 
ingly, the preferred embodiments of the present inven- 
tion provide a method and apparatus for generating a 
standard twelve-lead ECG from fewer than the ten elec- 
trodes. 

[0028] The method and apparatus of the present in- 
vention generates a plurality of leads that are the same 
as the leads that would be generated from the electrical 
signals of astandard ECG. Before the preferred embod- 
iments of the invention are described, it should be un- 
derstood that the essence of the invention includes the 
use of any number of electrodes and any configuration 
of electrode placement, as long as fewer than ten elec- 
trodes are each attached to the patient in a respective 
oncv of the standard ECG positions, and a twelve-lead 
ECG is derived therefrom. 

[0029] The most preferred electrode placement is il- 
lustrated in FIG. 4. Specifically, FIG. 4 illustrates the 
electrode placement for six electrodes used to acquire 
electrical signals from the patient's heart. Preferably, on- 
ly two electrodes are attached to the patient's chest. V1 
is attached to the patient in approximately the fourth in- 
tercostal space at the right border of the patient's ster- 
num. V5 is attached to the patient in approximately the 
fifth intercostal space at the patient's anterior axillary 
line. Four-electrodes are attached to the patient's limbs. 
The electrodes attached to the right arm, left arm, and 
left leg acquire electrical signals, while the electrode at- 
tached to the right leg generally acts as an electrical 
ground. 

[0030] In the most preferred embodiment, electrodes 
V2, V3, V4, and V6 are not attached to the patient. Thus, 
leads V2, V3, V4, and V6 corresponding to the omitted 
electrodes must be derived mathematically. However, 
unlike the known prior art, only these four leads need to 
be derived mathematically. Eight of the leads, namely 
leads I, II, III, aVR, aVL, aVF, V1 , and V5, are generated 
in the same manner as in a standard ten -electrode, 
twelve-lead ECG. 

[0031] Electrodes V1 and V5 are the most preferred ' 
chest electrodes for a number of reasons. First, the in- 
formation in the V1 lead is very important to clinicians. 
Lead V1 is, of course, most accurate if an electrode is 
placed directly in the V1 position. Second, the positions 
of the V1 and V5 electrodes do not interfere with the 
clinician's access to the patient's chest as much as the 
positions of the V2, V3, and V4 electrodes. Even with 
the V1 and V5 electrodes in place, the clinician is still 
able to access the area of the chest closest to the pa- 
tient's heart. For example, the clinician is able to use 



imaging probes in the area of the chest closest to the 
patient's heart. Third, the clinician may not even be able 
to attach the V2, V3 5 and V4 electrodes, because the 
patient may have wounds or bandages from surgical 

s procedures involving the heart in the area of the chest 
where the V2, V3, and V4 electrodes are normally po- 
sitioned. Fourth, electrode V1 is placed near the ster- 
num, but not directly on the sternum, avoiding sternot- 
omy wounds and bandages. 

to [0032] A less preferred embodiment for the electrode 
placement of the invention is illustrated in FIG. 5. FIG. 
5 also illustrates the electrode placement for six elec- 
trodes used to acquire electrical signals from the pa- 
tient's heart. Again, only two electrodes are attached to 

is the patients chest. V2 is attached to the patient in ap- 
proximately the fourth intercostal space atthe left border 
of the patient's sternum. V5 is attached to the patient in 
approximately the fifth intercostal space at the patient's 
anterior axillary line. Again, four electrodes are attached 

20 to the patient's limbs. The electrodes attached to the 
right arm, left arm, and left leg acquire electrical signals, 
while the electrode attached to the right leg generally 
acts as an electrical ground. 

[0033] As illustrated in FIG. 5, electrodes V1 , V3, V4, 
25 and V6 are not attached to the patient. Thus, leads V1 , 
V3, V4, and V6 corresponding to the omitted electrodes 
must be derived mathematically. Again, only these four 
leads need to be derived mathematically. Eight of the 
leads, namely leads I, II, ill, aVR, aVL, aVF, V2, and V5, 
30 are generated in the same manner as in a standard ten- 
electrode, twelve-lead ECG. One disadvantage of the 
less preferred embodiment is that the mathematically 
derived V1 lead is not as accurate as the V1 lead gen- 
erated from the use of the V1 electrode. Since the V1 
35 lead is considered important to clinicians, the embodi- 
ment using the V2 and V5 electrodes is less desirable, 
even though the embodiment produces generally ac- 
ceptable results. 

[0034] In both preferred embodiments, the four miss- 

40 ing leads are generated using a mathematical method 
called multiple-linear regression. Multiple-linear regres- 
sion is a technique used to compute a prediction of a 
given data set from associated members of other data 
sets. In the present invention, these "other - data sets 

45 are either ECGs from a hospital's general population, 
from a sub-population of the hospital's general popula- 
tion, or from ECGs previously acquired from the patient. 
Preferably, the sub-populations of the hospital's general 
population are based on one or several parameters, 

so such as sex, race, age, weight, height, or body habitus. 
Body habitus refers to a combination of body build, 
height, and weight. In general, the four missing leads 
are calculated based on the relationship between the 
available leads and a data set of previously acquired 

55 ECGs. 

[0035] Preferably, an algorithm uses the multiple-lin- 
ear regression technique to generate the four missing 
leads. The input into the algorithm is a data set of pre- 
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viously acquired ECGs. Preferably, the data set consists 
of previously acquired ECGs from a hospital's general 
population or from a sub-population of the hospital's 
general population. Most preferably, the data set con- 
sists of previously acquired ECGs from the particular pa- 
tient. 

[0036] Preferably, the data set consists of previously 
acquired ECGs that have been sampled at a rate of be- 
tween 120 and 1 000 times per second. Thus, the data 
set consists of twelve columns, corresponding to each 
of the twelve leads, with hundreds of thousands of rows 
of samples, corresponding to the voltage values for 
each of the twelve leads. The algorithm performs multi- 
ple-linear regression between the columns of lead data. 
Specifically, the algorithm performs multiple-linear re- 
gression between the columns of lead data correspond- 
ing to the electrodes that will be attached to the patient 
and between the columns of lead data corresponding to 
an electrode that will not be attached to the patient. The 
algorithm creates an equation from the previously-ac- 
quired ECG data defining the leads that will be missing, 
due to the omitted electrodes, as a function of the leads 
that will be available. 

[0037] For example, in the most preferred embodi- 
ment, the algorithm creates a first equation to determine 
the value of lead V2 based on the values of Jeads V1 , 
V5, l,,and II. The inputs to the algorithm are five columns 
of data corresponding to the previously-acquired ECG 
voltage values for leads V1 , V2, V5, I, and II. The col- 
umns of data corresponding to leads V1, V5, I, and II 
are compared to the column of data corresponding to 
lead V2. The algorithm generates an equation relating 
the data in the V1 , V5, I. and II lead columns to the data 
in the V2 lead column by minimizing the sum squared 
error between the five columns of data. The generated 
equation is in the following form: 

y = p 1 x 1 + p 2 x 2 + p 3 x 3 + 0 4 x 4 [1] 

where the 0 1f p 2 , Pa> and P4 are the expansion coeffi- 
cients for the equation. An example of an expansion- 
coefficient equation for lead V2 is as follows: 

V2=1 58*V1 + 0.23 * V5-0.09 *ll + 0.89 * I [2] 

where y = V2, p 1 = 1 .58, x 1 = V1 , p 2 = 0.23, x 2 = V5, p 3 
= 0.09, x 3 = II, p 4 = 0.89, and x 4 =l. 
[0038] In the same manner, an expansion-coefficient 
equation is derived for each of the leads corresponding 
to the omitted electrodes. In the most preferred embod- 
iment, a separate equation is derived for each of leads 
V2, V3, V4, and V6. Thus, the columns of data corre- 
sponding to leads V1 , V5, I, and II are compared to the 
column of data corresponding to lead V3 to generate an 
expansion-coefficient equation for lead V3. Similarly, 



the columns of data corresponding to leads VI, V5, I, 
and II are compared to the column of data correspond- 
ing to lead V4 to generate an expansion -coefficient 
equation for lead V4. Finally, the columns of data corre- 
5 sponding to leads V1 , V5, I, and II are compared to the 
column of data corresponding to lead V6 to generate an 
expansion-coefficient equation for lead V6. 
[0039] In the most preferred embodiment, once the 
expansion -coefficient equations are derived, the pa- 

10 tieht's ECG is acquired with only chest electrodes V1 
and V5 and the four limb electrodes. From these six 
electrodes, eight leads are generated in the same man- 
ner as for a standard ECG. Four of the twelve leads, 
however, must be determined using the expansion-co- 

15 efficient equations previously derived. Accordingly, the 
expansion-coefficient equations are used to derive the 
voltage values for the four missing leads for each indi- 
vidual sample. For example, the expansion-coefficient 
equation for lead V2 is used to derive the voltage value 

20 of lead V2 for each individual sample. In the most pre- 
ferred embodiment, the voltage values for each sample 
of leads V3, V4, and V6 are derived in the same manner. 
With the addition of the data for the four derived leads, 
the data set comprises a complete twelve-lead ECG. 

25 [0040] FIG. 1 illustrates the apparatus 10 embodying 
the invention. In the preferred embodiment, the appara- 
tus 1 0 is a patient monitoring or patient data acquisition 
device. While any device for acquiring ECG signals 
(such as, for example, a bedside monitor, transport 

30 monitor, or Holter monitor) is contemplated by the inven- 
tion, the apparatus of the preferred embodiment em- 
ploys a telemetry-based monitoring device. The appa- 
ratus 10 includes six electrodes 12 attachable to a pa- 
tient 14, leadwires 16 coupled to the electrodes 12, a 

35 telemetry unit 1 8 coupled to the electrodes 1 2 by lead- 
wires 16, a signal processor 20 wirelessly coupled to the 
telemetry unit 1 8, a telemetry monitor 22 coupled to the 
signal processor 20, and an ECG storage facility 24 cou- 
pled to the signal processor 20. 

40 [0041] Before the telemetry system embodied in the 
apparatus 1 0 of FIG. 1 is described, it should be under- 
stood that the invention could also be implemented in a 
bed-side monitor. For the bed-side monitor, the elec- 
trodes 12 would be coupled directly to the signal proe- 
ms essor 20 by leadwires 16 in a conventional manner. 
Conversely, FIG..1 illustrates the apparatus 10 including 
a telemetry unit 18 wirelessly coupled to the signal proc- 
essor 20 and telemetry monitor 22. Conventional meth- 
ods of wireless transmission are used to transmit the 

so electrical signals from the telemetry unit 18 to the receiv- 
er^ in the, signal processor 20. 

[0042] Biopotential signals are often processed by te- 
lemetry, a technique that provides a wireless link be- 
tween the patient and the signal processing compo- 
55 nents. Thus, clinicians can monitor a patient while the 
patient has full mobility. Traditional methods of telemetry 
utilize from three to five electrodes, but are unable to 
acquire a twelve-lead ECG from these three to five etec- 
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trodes. The limiting factor in telemetry is the bandwidth 
of the signal being transmitted to the signal processing 
components. Accordingly, traditional telemetry monitors 
are unable to support the bandwidth necessary to trans- 
mit the electrical signals representing an entire twelve- 5 
lead ECG. 

[0043] In the preferred embodiments of the present 
invention, four, rather than eight or more, channels of 
ECG data are transmitted from the telemetry unit 18 to 
the signal processor 20. As a result, the bandwidth nec- 10 
essary to transmit the electrical signals representing the 
patient's ECG is reduced by at least half. Due to the re- 
duced number of electrodes and the reduced band- 
width, the telemetry unit 1 8 is capable of monitoring the 
electrical activity of the patient's heart while the patient 15 
has full mobility. Moreover, the apparatus 10 is capable 
of acquiring more data from each particular patient or 
data from more than one patient. 
[0044] Referring to FIGS. 1 and 4, according to the 
method of the most preferred embodiment of the inven- 20 
tion, six electrodes 12 are attached to the patient. A first 
electrode (V1) is attached in approximately the fourth 
intercostal space at the right border of the patient's ster- 
num. A second electrode (V5) is attached in approxi- 
mately the f ifth intercostal space at the patient's anterior 25 
axillary line. Four additional electrodes (LA, RA, LL, and 
G) are attached to the patient's limbs. Electrical signals 
are acquired from the six electrodes 1 2 and transmitted 
via leadwires 16 to the telemetry unit 18. The electrical 
signals are amplified and transmitted to the receiver 28 30 
of the signal processor 20. 

[0045] In both preferred embodiments, reducing the 
number of electrodes 1 2 attached to the patient reduces 
the number of leadwires 1 6 and amplifiers (not shown) 
within the telemetry unit 18 necessary to acquire the 35 
electrical signals. Preferably, only six leadwires 16 and 
four amplifiers within the telemetry unit 18 are necessary 
for the preferred embodiments of the invention. 
[0046] A software module 26 within signal processor 
20 uses an algorithm to calculate the expansion-coeffi- 40 
cient equations for the four missing leads. The input to 
the algorithm is, most preferably, a data set of the pa- 
tient's previously acquired ECGs. The data set is pref- 
erably stored in a hospital ECG storage facility 24 and 
accessed by the signal processor 20 of the ECG ma- 45 
chine 10. 

[0047] The apparatus 10 then acquires an ECG for 
the patient. The telemetry unit 1 8 transmits the electrical 
signals from the electrodes 12 to a receiver 28 within 
the signal processor 20. The four missing leads are cal- so 
culated by the software module 26 within signal proces- 
sor 20 using the previously-derived expansion-coeffi- 
cient equations. All twelve leads, including the four gen- 
erated leads, are then displayed for the clinician on te- 
lemetry monitor 22. 55 
[0048] For the sake of good order, various aspects of 
the invention are set out in the following clauses:- 
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1 . A device for acquiring and processing electrical 
signals produced by a patient's heart, the device 
comprising: 

a plurality of less than ten electrodes (12) each 
for attachment to the patient (14) in a one of the 
standard ten -electrode, twelve-lead electrocar- 
diogram electrode positions; and 
a signal processor (20) connected to the plural- 
ity of less than ten electrodes (1 2) for acauiring 
electrical signals from the electrodes (12) and 
for generating a twelve-lead electrocardiogram 
from the electrical signals. 

2. The device of clause 1 wherein the plurality of 
electrodes (12) includes a one of (a) an electrode 
for attachment to the patient in approximately the 
fourth intercostal space at the right border of the pa- 
tient's sternum and (b) an electrode for attachment 
to the patient in approximately the fourth intercostal 
space at the left border of the patient's sternum. 

3. The device of clause 2 wherein the electrode (1 2) 
is attachable to adjust for the patients gender. 

4. The device of clause 1 wherein the plurality of 
electrodes (12) includes an electrode (12) attacha- 
ble in approximately the fifth intercostal space at the 
patient's anterior axillary line. 

5. The device of clause 1 wherein the plurality of 
electrodes (12) includes an electrode (12) attacha- 
ble to the patient's left arm. 

6. The device of clause 1 wherein the plurality of 
electrodes (12) includes an electrode (12) attacha- 
ble to the patient's right arm. 

7. The device of clause 1 wherein the plurality of 
electrodes (12) includes an electrode (12) attacha- 
ble to the patient's left leg. 

8. The device of clause 1 wherein the plurality of 
electrodes (12) includes an electrode (12) attacha- 
ble to a ground. 

9. The device of clause 1 wherein the generated 
twelve-lead electrocardiogram includes leads I, II, 
III, aVR, aVL, aVF, V1 , V2, V3, V4, V5, and V6. 

10. The device of clause 9 wherein leads I, II, III, 
aVR, aVL, aVF. V1 or V2, and V5 generated from 
the electrical signals are the same as leads I, M, III, 
aVR, aVL, aVF, V1 or V2, and V5 that would be gen- 
erated from the electrical signals of a standard ten- 
electrode, twelve-lead electrocardiogram. 

1 1 . The device of clause 9 wherein the signal proc- 
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essor (20) includes a software module (26) for 
mathematically generating leads V1 or V2, V3, V4, 
and V6 from the electrical signals. 

12. The device of clause 11 wherein the software 5 
module (26) generates the leads mathematically 
from the electrical signals by the signal processor 
(20) using multiple-linear regression. 

13. The device of clause 12 wherein the software io 
module (26) uses expansion coefficients in the mul- 
tiple-linear regression to generate the leads. 

14. The device of clause 13 wherein the expansion 
coefficients are determined from a data set of elec- 15 
trocardiograms from the general population. 

15. The device of clause 13 wherein the expansion . 
coefficients are determined from. a data set of elec- 
trocardiograms from the same patient (14). 20 

■ 

16. The device of clause 1 and further comprising 
a telemetry monitor (22) coupled to the electrodes 
and to the signal processor (20). 

25 

17. The device of clause 1 6 wherein the device ac- 
quires electrical signals from more than one patient 
(14). 

1 8. A method of acquiring and processing electrical 30 
signals produced by a patients heart, the method 
comprising the acts of: 

attaching a plurality of less than ten electrodes 
(12) to the patient, the act of attaching including 35 
attaching each of the electrodes in a one of the 
standard ten-electrode, twelve-lead electrocar- 
diogram positions; 

acquiring electrical signals from the electrodes; 
and 40 
generating a twelve-lead electrocardiogram 
from the acquired electrical signals. 

19: The method of clause 18 wherein the act of at- 
taching a plurality of electrodes (12) further com- 45 
prises the act of attaching an electrode (12) in one 
of (a) approximately the fourth intercostal space at 
the right border of the patient's sternum and (b) ap- 
proximately the fourth intercostal space at the left 
border of the patient's sternum. so 

* 

20. The method of clause 1 8 wherein the act of at- 
taching the electrode (1 2) further comprises the act 
of adjusting the electrode position to account for the 
patient's gender. 55 

21 . The method of clause 1 8 wherein the act of at- 
taching a plurality of electrodes (12) further com- 
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prises the act of attaching an electrode (12) in ap- 
proximately the fifth intercostal space at the pa- 
tient's anterior axillary line. 

" 22. The method of clause 1 8 wherein the act of at- 
taching a plurality of electrodes (12) further com- 
prises the act of attaching an electrode (12) to the 
patient's left arm. 

23. The method of clause 1 8 wherein the act of at- 
taching a plurality of electrodes (12) further com- 
prises the act of attaching an electrode (12) to the 
patient's right arm. 

24. The method of clause 1 8 wherein the act of at- 
taching a plurality of electrodes (12) further com- 
prises the act of attaching an electrode t(12) o the 
patient's left leg. 

25. The method of clause 1 8 wherein the act of at- 
taching a plurality of electrodes (12) further com- 
prises the act of attaching an electrode (12) to a 
ground. 

26. The method of clause 1 8 wherein the act of gen- 
erating a twelve-lead electrocardiogram further 
comprises the act of generating leads I, II, III, aVR, 
aVL, aVF, V1 , V2, V3, V4, V5, and V6. 

27. The method of clause,26 wherein leads I, II, III, 
aVR, aVL aVF, V1 or V2 ; and V5 that would be gen- 
erated from the electrical signals are the same as 
leads I, ll : IILaVR, aVL, aVF, V1 orV2, and V5 gen- 
erated from the electrical signals o? a standard ten- 

• electrode, twelve-lead electrocardiogram. - . 

28. The method of clause 26 wherein the act of gen- 
erating a twelve-lead electrocardiogram further 
comprises the act of mathematically generating 
leads V1 or V2 : V3, V4, and V6 from the electrical 
signals. 

29. The method of clause 28 wherein the act of gen- 
erating the leads further comprises the act of gen- 
erating the leads using multiple-linear regression. 

30. The method of clause 29 wherein the act of gen- 
erating the leads further comprises the act of using 
expansion coefficients in the multiple-linear regres- 
sion. 

31 . The method of clause 30 wherein the act of gen- 
erating the leads further comprises the act of deter- 
mining the expansion coefficients from a data set of 
electrocardiograms from the general population. 

32. Jhe method of clause 30 wherein the act of gen- 
erating the leads further comprises the act of deter- 
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mining the expansion coefficients from a data set of 
electrocardiograms from the same patient. 

33. The method of clause 18 wherein the act of ac- 
quiring the electrical signals further comprises the 5 
act of acquiring the electrical signals with a signal 
processor (20) coupled to a telemetry monitor (22). 

34. The method of clause 33 wherein the act of ac- 
quiring the electrical signals from the electrodes fu r- 10 
ther comprises the act of acquiring electrical signals 
from the electrodes of more than one patient. 

35. An device for acquiring and processing electri- 
cal signals produced by a patient's heart, the device 15 
comprising: 

a plurality of less than ten electrodes (12) for 
. attachment to the patient (14), at least two of 
the electrodes (12) attachable to the patient's 20 
chest in two of the standard ten-electrode, 
twelve-lead electrocardiograph positions and 
at least two of the electrodes attachable to the 
patient's limbs in two of the standard ten-elec- 
trode, twelve-iead electrocardiograph posi- 25 
tions; and 

a signal processor (20) connected to the elec- 
trodes (12) for acquiring electrical signals from 
the electrodes (12) and for generating a twelve- 
lead electrocardiogram from the electrical sig- so 
nals. 

36. The device of clause 35 wherein the electrodes 
(12) attachable to the patient's chest include an 
electrode (12) attachable in one of (a) approximate- 35 
ly the fourth intercostal space at the right border of 
the patient's sternum and (b) approximately the 
fourth intercostal space at the left border of the pa- 
tient's sternum. 

40 

37. The device of clause 35 wherein the electrodes 
(12) attachable to the patient's chest include an 
electrode (12) attachable in approximately the fifth 
intercostal space at the patient's anterior axillary 
line. 45 

38. The device of clause 35 wherein the electrodes 
(12) attachable to the patient's limbs include an 
electrode (12) attachable to the patient's left arm. 

50 

39. The device of clause 35 wherein the electrodes 
(12) attachable to the patient's limbs include an 
electrode (12) attachable to the patient's right arm. 

40. The device of clause 35 wherein the electrodes 55 
(12) attachable to the patient's limbs include an 
electrode (12) attachable to the patient's left leg. 



41 . The device of clause 35 wherein the plurality of 
electrodes (12) includes an electrode (12) attacha- 
ble to a ground. 

42. The device of clause 35 wherein the generated 
twelve-lead electrocardiogram including leads I, II, 
III, aVR, aVL, aVF, V1 , V2, V3, V4, V5, and V6. 

43. The device of clause 42 wherein leads I, II, III, 
aVR, aVL, aVR V1 or V2, and V5 generated from 
the electrical signals are the same as leads I, II, III, 
aVR, aVL, aVF, V1 or V2, and V5 that would be gen- 
erated from the electrical signals of a standard ten- 
electrode, twelve-lead electrocardiogram. 

44. The device of clause 42 wherein the signal proc- 
essor includes a software module (26) for mathe- 
matically generating leads V1 or V2, V3, V4, and V6 
from the electrical signals. 

45. The device of clause 44 wherein the software 
module (26) generates the leads mathematically 
from the electrical signals by the signal processor 
(20) using multiple-linear regression. 

46. The device of clause 45 wherein the software 
module (26) uses expansion coefficients in the mul- 
tiple-linear regression to generate the leads. 

47. The device of clause 46 wherein the expansion 
coefficients are determined from a data set of elec- 
trocardiograms from the general population. 

48. The device of clause 46 wherein the expansion 
coefficients are determined from a data set of elec- 
trocardiograms from the same patient (14). 

49. The device of clause 35 wherein the electrodes 
(12) attachable to the patient's chest are attachable 
to adjust for the patient's gender. 

50. The device of clause 35 and further comprising 
a telemetry monitor (22) coupled to the electrodes 
(12) and to the signal processor )20). 

51 . The device of clause 50 wherein the device ac- 
quires electrical signals from the electrodes (12) of 
more than one patient (14). 

52. A method of acquiring and processing electrical 
signals produced by a patient's heart, the method 
comprising the acts of: 

attaching a plurality of less than ten electrodes 
(12) to the patient (14), the act of attaching in- 
cluding attaching at least two of the electrodes 
( 1 2) to the patient's chest in two of the standard 
ten-electrode, twelve-lead electrocardiogram 
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positions and attaching at least two of the elec- 
trodes (12) to the patient's limbs in two of the 
standard ten-electrode twelve-lead electrocar- 
diogram positions; 

acquiring electrical signals from the electrodes 5 
(12); and 

generating a twelve-lead electrocardiogram 
from the acquired electrical signals. 

53. The method of clause 52 wherein the act of at- 10 
taching electrodes (12) to the patient's chest in- N 
eludes the act of attaching an electrode (12) in one 
of (a) approximately the fourth intercostal space at 
the right border of the patient's sternum and (b) ap- 
proximately the fourth intercostal space at the left 15 
border of the patient's sternum. 

54. The method of clause 52 wherein the act of at- 
taching electrodes (12) to the patient's chest in- 
cludes the act of attaching an electrode (12) in ap- 20 
proximately the fifth intercostal space at the pa- 
tient's anterior axillary line. 

♦ 

55. The method of clause 52 wherein the act of at- 
taching electrodes (12) to the patient's limbs in- 25 
eludes the act of attaching an electrode (1 2) to the 
patients left arm. 

56. The method of clause 52 wherein the act of at- 
taching electrodes (12), to the patient's limbs in- 30, 
eludes the act of attaching an electrode (12) to the 
patients right aim. 

57. The method of clause 52 wherein the act of at- 
taching electrodes (12) to. the .patient's limbs in- 35 
eludes the act of attaching an electrode (12) to the 
patients left leg. . 

58. The method of clause 52 wherein the act of at-, 
taching a plurality of electrodes (12) to the patient *o 
includes the act of attaching an electrode (12) to a 
ground. 

59. The method of clause 52 wherein the act of gen- 
erating a twelve-lead electrocardiogram further 45 
comprises the act of generating leads I, II, III, aVR, 
aVL, aVF, V1 , V2, V3, V4, V5, and V6. 

60. The method of clause 59 wherein leads I, II, III, 
aVR, aVL, aVF, V1 or V2, and V5 generated from so 
the electrical signals are the same as leads I, II, III, 
aVR, aVL, aVF, V1 , and V5 that would be generated 
from the electrical signals of a standard ten-elec- 
trode, twelve-lead electrocardiograph. 

55 

61 . The method of clause 60 wherein the act of gen- 
erating a twelve-lead electrocardiogram further 
comprises the act of mathematically generating 
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leads V1 or V2 : V3, V4, and V6 from the electrical 
signals. 

62. The method of clausa61 wherein the act of gen- 
erating the leads further comprises the act of using 
expansion coefficients in the multiple-linear regres- 
sion. 

63. The method of clause 62 wherein the act of gen- 
erating the leads further comprises the act of deter- 
mining the expansion coefficients from a data set of 
electrocardiograms from the general population. 

64. The method of clause 62 wherein the act of gen- 
erating the leads further comprises the act of deter- 
mining the expansion coefficients from a data set of 
electrocardiograms from the same patient. 

65. The method of clause 52 wherein the act of at- 
taching the electrodes (1 2) to the patient's chest fur- 
ther comprises the act of adjusting the electrode 
(12) positions to account for the patient's gender 

> 

66. The method of clause 52 wherein the act of ac- 
quiring the electrical signals further comprises the 
act of acquiring the electrical signals with a signal 
processor (20) coupled to a telemetry monitor (22). 

67. The method of clause 66 wherein the act of ac- 
quiring the electrical signals from the electrodes 
(12) further comprises the act of acquiring electrical 
signals from the electrodes (12) of more than one 
patient (14). 

68. A method of generating a twelve-lead electro^ 
cardiogram from electrical data acquired from a pa- 
tients heart, the method comprising the acts of: 

attaching a plurality of less than ten electrodes 
(12) to the patient (14), the act of attaching in- 
cluding attaching at least two of the electrodes 
(12) to the patient's chest in two of the standard 
ten -electrode, twelve- lead electrocardiogram 
positions and attaching at least two of the elec- 
trodes (12) to the patient's limbs in two of the 
standard ten-electrode, twelve-lead electrocar- 
diogram positions; 

acquiring a first and second channel of data 
from the electrodes (12) attached to the pa- 
tient's chest; 

acquiring a third and fourth channel of data from 
the electrodes (12) attached to the patient's 
limbs; 

generating a twelve-lead electrocardiogram 
from the acquired channels of data. 

69. The method of clause 68 wherein the act of at- 
taching electrodes (12) to the patient's chest further 
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comprises the act of attaching an electrode (12) in 
one of (a) approximately the fourth intercostal 
space at the right border of the patient's sternum 
and (b) approximately the fourth intercostal space 
at the left border of the patient's sternum. 5 

70. The method of clause 68 wherein the act of at- 
taching electrodes (1 2) to the patient's chest further 
comprises the act of attaching an electrode (12) in 
approximately the fifth intercostal space at the pa- io 
tient's anterior axillary line. 

71 . The method of clause 68 wherein the act of at- 
taching electrodes (12) to the patient's limbs further 
comprises the act of attaching an electrode (1 2) to 1$ 
the patient's left arm. 

* 72; The method of clause 68 wherein the act of at- 
taching electrodes (1 2) to the patient's limbs further 
comprises the act of attaching an electrode (1 2) to 20 
the patient's right arm. 

73. The method of clause 68 wherein the act of at- 
taching electrodes (12) to the patient's limbs further 
comprises the act of attaching an electrode (12) to 25 
the patient's left leg. 

74. The method of clause 68 wherein the act of at- 
taching a plurality of electrodes (12) further com- 
prises the act of attaching an electrode (12) to a 30 
ground. 

75. The method of clause 68 and further comprising 
the act of coupling four amplifiers to the electrodes 
(12). 35 

76. The method of clause 75 and further comprising 
the act of coupling a signal processor (20) to the 
amplifiers. 

40 

77. The method of clause 76 and further comprising 
the act of coupling the signal processor (20) to a 
telemetry monitor (22). 

78. The method of clause 77 wherein the act of ac- « 5 
quiring the channels of data further comprises the 
act of acquiring channels of data from more than 
one patient (14). 

79. The method of clause 68 wherein the act of gen- so 
erating a twelve-lead electrocardiogram further 
comprises the act of generating loads I, II, III, aVR, 
aVL, aVF, V1 , V2, V3, V4, V5, and V6. 

80. The method of clause 79 wherein leads I, II, III, 55 
aVR, aVL, aVF, V1 or V2, and V5 generated from 
the electrical signals are the same as leads I, II, III, 
aVR, aVL, aVF, V1 or V2, and V5 that would be gen- 



erated from the electrical signals of a standard ten- 
electrode, twelve-lead electrocardiogram. 

81 . The method of clause 80 wherein the act of gen- 
erating a twelve-lead electrocardiogram further 
comprises the act of mathematically generating 
leads V1 or V2. V3, V4, and V6 from the electrical 
signals. 

82. The method of clause 81 wherein the act of gen- 
erating the leads further comprises the act of gen- 
erating the leads using multiple-linear regression. 

83. The method of clause 82 wherein the act of gen- 
erating the leads further comprises the act of using 
expansion coefficients in the multiple-linear regres- 
sion. 

84. The method of clause 83 wherein the act of gen- 
erating the leads further comprises the act of deter- 
mining the expansion coefficients from a data set of 
electrocardiograms from the general population. 

85. The method of clause 83 wherein the act of gen- 
erating the leads further comprises the act of deter- 
mining the expansion coefficients from a data set of 
electrocardiograms from the same patient. 

86. The method of clause 68 wherein the act of at- 
taching the electrodes (1 2) to the patient's chest fur- 
ther comprises the act of adjusting the electrode 
(12) positions to account for the patient's gender. 

87. An electrocardiograph device for acquiring and 
processing electrical data from a patient's heart, the 
device comprising: 

a plurality of less than ten electrodes (1 2) at- 
tachable to the patient (14), 
at least two of the plurality of electrodes (12) 
attachable to the patient's chest in two of the 
standard ten-electrode twelve-lead electrocar- 
diograph positions, the output of the electrodes 
(12) attachable to the patient's chest being a 
first and second channel of data, and 
at least two of the plurality of electrodes (12) 
attachable to the patient's limbs in two of the 
standard ten-electrode twelve-lead electrocar- 
diograph positions, the output of the electrodes 
(12) attachable to the patient's limbs being a 
third and fourth channel of data; and 
a signal processor (20) for acquiring the chan- 
nels of data and for generating a twelve-lead 
electrocardiogram from the acquired channels 
of data. 

88. The device of clause 87 wherein the electrodes 
(12) attachable to the patient's chest include an 
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electrode (12) attachable In one of (a) approximate- 
ly the fourth intercostal space at the right border of 
the patient's sternum and (b) approximately the 
fourth intercostal space at the left border of the pa- 
tient's sternum. 5 

89. The device of clause 87 wherein the electrodes 
(12) attachable to the patient's chest Include an 
electrode (12) attachable in approximately the fifth 
intercostal space at the patient's anterior axillary. 10 
line. 

» 

90. The device of clause 87 wherein the electrodes 
(12) attachable to the patient's limbs include an 
electrode (12) attachable to the patient's left arm. 15 

91 . The device of clause 87 wherein the electrodes 
(12) attachable to the patients limbs include an 
electrode (12) attachable to the patient's right arm. 

20 

92. The device of clause 87 wherein the electrodes 
(12) attachable to the patient's limbs include an 
electrode (12) attachable to the patients left leg. 

93. The device of clause 87 wherein the plurality of 25 
electrodes (12) include an electrode (12) attachable 

to a ground. 

94. The device of clause 87 and further comprising 
four amplifiers coupled to the electrodes (12). 30 

95. The device of clause 87 and further comprising 
a telemetry monitor (22) coupled to the electrodes 
and to the signal processor (20). 

96. The device of clause 95 wherein the device ac- 
quires channels of data from more than one patient 
(14). 

97. The device of clause 87 wherein the generated 40 
twelve-lead electrocardiogram includes leads I, II, 

III, aVR, aVL, aVF, V1, V2, V3, V4, V5, and V6. 

98. The device of clause 97 wherein leads I, If, III, 
aVR, aVL, aVF, V1 or V2 r and V5 generated from 45 
the electrical signals are the same as leads I, II, III, 
aVR, aVL, aVF, V1 or V2, and V5 that would be gen- 
erated from the electrical signals of a standard ten- 
electrode, twelve-lead electrocardiogram. 

50 

99. The device of clause 97 wherein the signal proc- 
essor (20) includes a software module (26) for 
mathematically generating leads V1 or V2, V3, V4, 
and V6 from the electrical signals. 

55 

100. The device of clause 99 wherein the software 
module (26) generates the leads mathematically 
from the electrical signals by the signal processor 



(20) using multiple-linear regression. 

101. The device of clause 1 00 wherein the software 
module (26) expansion coefficients in the multiple- 
linear regression to generate the leads. 

102. The device of clause 101 wherein the expan- 
sion coefficients are determined from a data set of 
electrocardiograms from the general population.' 

1.03. The device of clause 101 wherein the expan- 
sion coefficients are determined from a data set of 
electrocardiograms from the same patient (14). 

1 04. The device of clause 87 wherein the electrodes 
(1 2) attachable to the patient's chest are adjustable 
for the patient's gender. 

■* - ' * 

Claims 

1 . A device for acquiring and processing electrical sig- 
nals produced by a patient's heart, the device com- 
prising: 

a plurality of less than ten electrodes (12) each 
for attachment to the patient (14) in a one of the 
standard ten-electrode, twelve-lead electrocar- 
diogram electrode positions; and 
a signal processor (20) connected to the plural- 
ity of less than ten electrodes (12) for acquiring 
electrical signals from the electrodes (12) and 
for generating a twelve-lead electrocardiogram 
from the electrical signals. 

2. The device of claim 1 wherein the plurality of elec- 
trodes (12) includes a one of (a) an electrode for 
attachment to the patient in approximately the 
fourth intercostal space at the right border of the pa- 
tient's sternum and (b) an electrode for attachment 
to the patient in approximately the fourth intercostal 
space at the left border of the patients sternum. 

3. A method of acquiring and processing electrical sig- 
nals produced by a patient's heart, the method com- 
prising the acts of 

attaching a plurality of less than ten electrodes 
(12) to the patient, the act of attaching including 
attaching each of the electrodes in a one of the 
standard ten -electrode, twelve-lead electrocar- 
diogram positions; 

. acquiring electricafsignals f rom the electrodes; 
and 

generating a twelve-lead electrocardiogram 
from the acquired electrical signals. 

4. The method of claim 3 wherein the act of attaching 



1221299A2 I > 



11 



1 



21 



EP 1 221 299 A2 



22 



a plurality of electrodes (12) further comprises the 
act of attaching an electrode (12) in one of (a) ap- 
proximately the fourth intercostal space at the right 
border of the patient's sternum and (b) approxi- 
mately the fourth intercostal space at the left border 
of the patient's sternum. 

5. An device for acquiring and processing electrical 
signals produced by a patient's heart, the device 
comprising: 

a plurality of less than ten electrodes (12) for 
attachment to the patient (14), at least two of 
the electrodes (12) attachable to the patient's 
chest in* two of the standard ten-electrode, 
twelve-lead electrocardiograph positions and 
at least two of the electrodes attachable to the 
patient's limbs in two of the standard ten -elec- 
trode, twelve-lead electrocardiograph posi- 
tions; and 

a signal processor (20) connected to the elec- 
trodes (12) for acquiring electrical signals from 
the electrodes (12) and for generating a twelve- 
lead electrocardiogram from the electrical sig- 
nals. 

6. The device of claim 5 wherein the electrodes (12) 
attachable to the patient's chest include an elec- 
trode (1 2) attachable in one of (a) approximately the 
fourth intercostal space at the right border of the pa- 
tient's sternum and (b) approximately the fourth in- 
tercostal space at the left border of the patients 
sternum. 

7. A method of acquiring and processing electrical sig- 
nals produced by a patient's heart, the method com- 
prising the acts of: 

attaching a plurality of less than ten electrodes 
(12) to the patient (14), the act of attaching in- 
cluding attaching at least two of the electrodes 
(12) to the patient's chest in two of the standard 
ten -electrode, twelve-lead electrocardiogram 
positions and attaching at least two of the elec- 
trodes (12) to the patients limbs in two of the 
standard ten-electrode twelve-lead electrocar- 
diogram positions; 

acquiring electrical signals from the electrodes 
(12); and 

generating a twelve-lead electrocardiogram 
from the acquired electrical signals. 

8. The method of claim 52 wherein the act of attaching 
electrodes (12) to the patient's chest includes the 
act of attaching an electrode (12) in one of (a) ap- 
proximately the fourth intercostal space at the right 
border of the patient's sternum and (b) approxi- 
mately the fourth intercostal space at the left border 
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of the patient's sternum. 

9. A method of generating a twelve-lead electrocardi- 
ogram from electrical data acquired from a patient's 
heart, the method comprising the acts of: 

attaching a plurality of less than ten electrodes 
(12) to the patient (14), the act of attaching in- 
cluding attaching at least two of the electrodes 
(12) to the patient's chest in two of the standard 
ten-electrode, twelve-lead electrocardiogram 
positions and attaching at least two of the elec- 
trodes (1 2) to the patient's limbs in two of the 
standard ten-electrode, twelve-lead electrocar- 
diogram positions; 

acquiring a first and second channel of data 
from the electrodes (12) attached to the pa- 
tient's chest; 

acquiring a third and fourth channel of datafrom 
the electrodes (12) attached to the patients 
limbs; and 

generating a twelve- lead electrocardiogram 
from the acquired channels of data. 

10. An electrocardiograph device for acquiring and 
processing electrical data from a patient's heart, the 
device comprising: 

a plurality of less than ten electrodes (12) at- 
tachable to the patient (14), 
at least two of the plurality of electrodes (12) 
attachable to the patients chest in two of the 
standard ten-electrode twelve-lead electrocar- 
diograph positions, the output of the electrodes 
(12) attachable to the patient's chest being a 
first and second channel of data, and 
at least two of the plurality of electrodes (12) 
attachable to the patient's limbs in two of the 
standard ten-electrode twelve-lead electrocar- 
diograph positions, the output of the electrodes 
(12) attachable to the patient's limbs being a 
third and fourth channel of data; and 
a signal processor (20) for acquiring the chan- 
nels of data and for generating a twelve-lead 
electrocardiogram from the acquired channels 
of data. 
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(54) Method and apparatus for generating a twelve-lead ecg from fewer than ten electrodes 



(57) A method and apparatus (10) for acquiring and 
processing electrical signals produced by a patient's 
heart. The apparatus (10) includes fewer than ten elec- 
trodes for attachment to the patient. Each electrode (12) 
is attached in a respective one of the standard ten -elec- 
trode, twelve-lead ECG positions. The device includes 
a signal processor (20) connected to the electrodes (12) 
for acquiring electrical signals from the electrodes (12) 
and generating a twelve-lead ECG from the electrical 



signals. The signal processor (20) generates less than 
twelve of the leads mathematically. 

For the method of the invention, a plurality of less 
than ten electrodes (12) are attached to the patient (1 4). 
Each electrode (12) is attached in a respective one of 
the standard ten-electrode, twelve-lead ECG positions. 
Electrical signals are acquired from the electrodes (12) 
and a twelve-lead ECG is generated from the acquired 
electrical signals. Not all twelve leads are generated 
mathematically. 
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